[Chelating agents : alert to misuses!]
Exposure to heavy metals is a common phenomenon due to their prevalence in food and environment; their toxicity remains a major concern for public health. Chelating agents are drugs used to increase the elimination of metals present at abnormally high levels in the body. Their approved clinical indications are limited, particularly because of their potential adverse effects. Unfortunately, too often, chelating agents are used to test the body impregnation level by heavy metals. It is an inappropriate and abusive use. In order to attract attention to this problematic, the good and bad uses of metal chelators are reviewed.